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1535 September 15, 1899 

The official number of plague cases at Oporto up to August 27, 1899, 
was 51 cases with 18 deaths. 

I have the honor to inclose a report from the United States consular 
agent at Oporto, which states that only crude argols and port wine are 
being shipped to the United States. I infer that this must mean for 
the past few months only, because in the "Supplement to consular 
reports" it is stated that for the first quarter of 1899 skins and other 
merchandise have been shipped. 

The plague is supposed to have been conveyed to Portugal by the 
rats which came in a cargo of rice from India. 

In investigating the possibility of the plague being carried to this 
port by rats or merchandise, it was found that no rice for instance has 
been imported for nearly a year. The only imports from the plague 
infected ports of the East are skins, tea, seeds, cotton, and fancy wares, 
.etc. Through information received from the Naples custom house, it 
appears that no merchandise has been imported into Naples from 
Portugal for several months. 

The vessels of two of the steamship bines that come from the Bast 
never touch a wharf here, the vessels of the remaining line which 
touch at Bombay, Calcutta, and Alexandria come alonside of the wharves 
here. The skins, as far as can be learned, are not disinfected, hence 
there is ample opportunity for infection to be conveyed either by rats 
or merchandise. 

The vessels which touch Oporto are now subjected (at least so 
reported) to the same quarantine regulations as those coming from 
Alexandria. 

Yesterday (August 29) at the request of the charg6 d'affaires Mr. 
Iddings of the embassy at Borne, I had a conference with him in 
regard to the possibility of the plague making its appearance here in 
Naples. I was assured that the Service would have the assistance of the 
embassy in every way that lay in its power. 

Bespectfully, yours, Victor G. Heisee, 

Assistant Surgeon TJ. 8. M. S. 8. 

The Suegeon-Geneeal, 

TJ. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

[Inelosure.] 

Oporto, August IS, 1899. 
SiE : This morning I received your favor of 12th instant, and also your telegram, 
and in answer I told you by wire— Since June 4, 39 cases, of which 13 fetal, no passen- 
gers, only cargo, embarked States. 

Only a few days ago the government officially published the existence of the bubonic 
pest in Oporto, but the disease is of a mild character. The official statistics were pub- 
lished yesterday, as follows : Month of June, 16 cases, 6 deaths ; month of July, 9 cases, 
3 deaths ; month of August, 14 cases, 4 deaths ; total, 39 cases, 13 deaths. 

Passengers never go from here to the United States. Of cargoes, has gone only port 
wine and crude argols. 

Respectfully, yours, W. Stuve, 

United States Consular Agent. 

JAPAN. 

Quarantine of TJ. S. transport Grant at Yokohama on account of smallpox. 

Yokohama, Japan, August 14, 1899. 
Sie : I have the honor to report that the U. S. transport Grant arrived 
here, from Manila, homeward bound, having on board in all, including 
crew, 1,639 souls. The men were granted shore leave on the 11th and 
12th, that of the latter day extending to 8.45 p. m. 
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During the morning of the 12th a case, suspected to be of variola, was 
found in the person of a discharged soldier of U. S. Signal Corps, a 
passenger by said transport. I was immediately called in consultation, 
and, the case having been decided to be one of mild smallpox, I at once 
arranged with the Japanese authorities for the disinfection of the ship 
at their quarantine station. 

As not less than 1,000 men were ashore in Yokohama and Tokyo, and 
to collect them promptly was impossible, the ship was held under strict 
isolation until daylight of the 13th, when, all hands being on board, 
she was sent to quarantine. I visited the ship and station on the after- 
noon of the 13th during the process of disinfection and am satisfied that 
the measures of precaution required by the quarantine regulations were 
duly taken, and in exactly the same manner as in the case of a native 
steamer. 

I have enjoined vaccination of all apparently requiring repetition of 
the operation, most if not all of those on board having repeatedly been 
vaccinated while in Manila. 

I should add that, as regards the Grant, the commanding officer of 
the troops, Col. J. 0. Truemann, First North Dakota Volunteers ; the 
acting assistant quartermaster in charge, Captain Baker ; the several 
surgeons of the command, and, in fact, all the officers, without excep- 
tion, have given frank, cordial, and most efficient support to me in the 
performance of my duty. 

Eespectfully, yours, Stuabt Eldridge, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, 77. S. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

MEXICO. 

Inspection at the City of Mexico, Monterey, and San Luis Potosi. 

City of Mexico, Mexico, August 29, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to make my weekly report as follows : At the 
City of Mexico for the week ended August 28, 181 passengers were 
inspected, 179 passed, and 2 detained and baggage disinfected. Of 
passengers for Havana and New York, via Vera Cruz, 8 were inspected 
and passed. At Monterey for the week ended August 26, 74 pas- 
sengers were inspected and passed. At San Luis Potosi for the week 
ended August 26, 12 passengers were inspected and passed. The gen- 
eral increase in the number of passengers is due to excursions which 
are being run at this time by all of the lines entering Mexico. 

Eespectfully, yours, L. E. Cofer, 

Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. S. 

Inspection service at the City of Mexico, Monterey, and San Luis Potosi. 

City of Mexico, Mexico, September 5, 1899. 
Sir : 1 have the honor to make my weekly report as follows : At the 
City of Mexico 140 passengers, bound for the United States, were 
inspected, passed, and 4 detained, and baggage disinfected ; of passen- 
gers for Havana and New York via Vera Cruz, 10 were inspected and 
passed. At Monterey, for the week ended September 1, 36 passengers 



